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Sick soybeans? Here are tips to collect soybean samples for disease diagnostics: 

If you suspect the plant may have a root or stem disease:
• Collect 4-6 plants demonstrating symptoms
• If possible, photograph the plant symptoms in the 

field
• Dig up the entire root system 
• Place roots and surrounding soil into a plastic bag with 

a moist paper towel, leaving stems and leaves outside 
the bag

For all sample types: 
• Complete a submission form and include all necessary information on contact 

information and sample information. Scan QR code for the submission form and 
more information!

• Ship samples as soon as possible to:

OSU Soybean Pathology & Nematology
Kottman Hall, Room 110
2021 Coffey Rd,
Columbus, OH 43210

If you suspect the plant may have a root disease:​
•Collect 15-20 (or more) 1-inch diameter core samples, 8 
inches deep, per 20 acres.
•Soil can be collected in a zigzag pattern or from 
management zones, logical or high-risk areas.  
•Place cores in a plastic soil sample bag (no paper bags). 
•Separate from root and foliar samples; keep samples 
cool and dark. 

If you suspect the plant may have a foliar disease:​
• Collect 5-10 leaves with the observed symptoms
• Place the leaves in a plastic bag and remove all the air 
from the bag before sealing
• Keep the plants in a cool, dry place (like a fridge or 
cooler) until they can be sent to the diagnostic facility
• Include pictures of diseased plants in the field if 
possible

Go.osu.edu/soypathresources
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